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The ESCC Environment Strategy was published in two parts in 2020, the Strategy (16pp) and the Appendix (38pp) dated March 2020 and June 2020 respectively.[footnoteRef:1]  It replaces the first Environment Strategy for East Sussex adopted in 2011. A lot of rhetoric, national dilemmas, and UK concerns are repeated throughout this document. Turning to East Sussex, it states that 470 species that are globally threatened in the county, or in rapid decline. The Strategy is updated to be in line with the 25 year Environment Plan (2018) and Parliament’s declaration of Climate Emergency in 2019.  [1:  East Sussex County Council, 2020. Is in two parts i) ‘The Environment Strategy’, dated March 2020 (16pp) and ‘The Technical Appendix to the Environment Strategy’, dated June 2020 (38pp).
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15587/east-sussex-environment-strategy-2020.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15589/east-sussex-environment-strategy-2020-technical-appendix.pdf  (accessed 01 December 2020). 
] 

The Strategy’s vision is ‘protect and enhance our natural and built environment for current and future generations and tackle and adapt to climate change.’  That is a familiar mantra that goes back decades and is invested in UK law. ‘conserve and enhance’. The Strategy is disappointing in what it does not cover. There are no references to nature conservation or soil conservation, SSSIs, BAPs, Ancient Woodland, Wood-pasture, or surprisingly nothing major on biodiversity. It acknowledges the impact on woodlands in East Sussex (which has more than most counties), especially the impact on associated woodland habitats ‘the loss of valued areas for recreation.’
Natural Capital is mentioned, and is comprehensively dealt with in the Appendix; whilst everyone is nervously awaiting the result of the Environment Bill in its final deliberation on net gain in which way to jump.  Nationally, it is interesting to note that OFWAT are aiming to ‘protect and improve at least 6,000km of waterways, and protect and improve 1,800ha of protected nature conservation sites by 2025. One hopes this will trickle down to East Sussex. This will clearly be a rolling strategy for East Sussex, but the document as presented, does not have a functioning feedback email address, and the Team Manager is aware of the various typos and states that further information on nature conservation is to be found in the Sussex Local Nature Partnership document ‘Natural Capital Investment Strategy for Sussex 2019-2024.’  At present, it is a disappointing document. 
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Sussex Local Nature Partnership 2019. Natural Capital Investment Strategy for Sussex, 2019-2024. 
Sussex Local Nature Partnership 2019. 83pp. http://sussexlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Natural-Capital-Investment-Strategy_ADOPTED_Final_Dec2019.pdf
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Sussex Local Nature Partnership Oct 2019http://sussexlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Natural-Capital-Investment-Strategy_ADOPTED_Final_Dec2019.pdf
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The 2019 Intergovemmental Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.
concluded that:

‘and of ecosystems is declining faster than
‘atany time in human history, with the UK
estimated to have lost significantly more
nature over the long term than the global
‘average. In Sussex we currently have over
470 species that ai globally threatened or
in rapid decline

« About 60% of the world's major ecosystem
‘goods and services are being used
unsustainably, where the natural assets are
being used faster than they can regenerate.

‘The main causes are the intensification of

the use ofland and sea resources, pollution,

invasive species, and climate change. The

consequences include risks to food security,
reduced productivity and impacts on quality of
life For example, over-fishing saw the collapse

‘of cod stocks i the North Sea in the 19805 and

1990s, which led to controls on fishing that had

‘amajor social and economic impact on fishing.

communities.

‘The Sussex Local Nature Partnership has

produced a Naturel Capital Investment Strategy

‘which identifies where natural capital assets

i East Sussex are at isk of degradation and

‘where new natural capital assets would add

significant value.
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Vision and Priorities

The shared vision of this strategy is to: Five priority environmental themes have been
identified, namely: climate change, natural
“Protect and enhance capital, air quality, water and resource efficiency.
our nnmml and built These priorities are in line with the Sustainable

. Development Goals developed by the United
environment for current Nations in 2015 and the priorities identified in

and future generations and ~ recent national strategies. As the environment

- is complexand functions as an integrated
tackle and adapt to climate sysem, so there is considerable overiap
El between the five themes, such as climate
change. change and air quality.
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‘The first Environment Strategy for East Sussex
was adopted in 2011. It brought together the
high level aims, objectives and actions of a
wide range of organisations in East Sussex into
one shared, long-term strategic environmental
plan for the county. Since then there have been
significant changes to national, regional and
local policy and strategies, including Parliament
declaring a climate emergency (2019), the 25
Year Environment Plan (2018), the Clean Growth
Strategy (2018) and the Environment Bill of
2020. Consequently, this updated Environment
Strategy for East Sussex seeks to:

« align with these latest national, regional
and local strategies:

« setoutan updated and robust local
evidence base;
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‘The Sussex Local Nature Partnership has
produced a Natural Capital Investment Strategy
which identifies where natural capital assets

in East Sussex are at risk of degradation and
where new natural capital assets would add
significant value.
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‘The 2019 Intergovernmental Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
concluded that:

o The diversity within species, between species
and of ecosystems is declining faster than
atany time in human history, with the UK
estimated to have lost significantly more
nature over the long term than the global
average. In Sussex we currently have over
470 species that are globally threatened or
in rapid decline.
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Feedback on the Environment Stategy

-
@ If you have any questions or comments on the Environment Strategy please

email: eastsussexenvironmentstrategy@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Environment Strategy 2020

Climate change and the degradation of the world’s natural capital assets are
defining issues of our time.
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A partnership of private, public and educational sector organisations has
formed the Environment East Sussex Board, which has developed this
Environment Strategy and will steer its implementation. The main aim of the
Strategy is to drive measurable improvements in our environment, to ensure
East Sussex continues to be where people want to live, work, study, visit and
do business.

A The Environment Strategy (Adobe PDF, 3175k) &
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Enquiries
If you have any queries about the strategy, please contact our Environment
Team manager:

Phone: 01273 481606
Email: Andy Amold

‘eam Manager
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S0¢ Cosh waser

“The variety of benefits provided
by woodland in Sussex (clean
water, wild species diversity,
hazard regulation, carbon
storage ) is at medium risk due
tolosses of areas of woodland
to development (e.g.
infiastructure development,
housing) and poor condition of
woodland areas.

‘Woodland is a very important natural capital asset in
Sussex, given the large area of the county under
‘woodland cover. Yet it distribution is important —
asitis found more in certain areas and less s
others. Most of the ancient hedgerows and shaws
are themselves remnants from assarted fields. In
Sussex, the density of woodlands and hedgerows.
creates extensive networks of wildiife, so no one
plece of woodland or hedgerow can be looked at in
isolation.

‘The impact of any losses of woodland cover may
therefore be increased when it is i strategically
important areas (which affect the spatial
configuration of woodland areas — e.g. connectivity;
loss of woodland in sensitve parts of river
catchments;loss of valued areas for recreation).

An additional risk factor for woodland in Sussexis
condition, which is very important in the delivery of
many of the benefits associated with woodland.
Much of the woodland in Sussex is in poor condition
due to lack of management and so s
‘underperforming in terms of delivery of services.

Coactal accate
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East Sussex
Environment Strategy 2020

‘At pace & at scale’
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Water Framework Directive

« Allinland and coastal waters to reach at least ‘good status.

25 Year Environment Plan

« Increase the proportion of water bodies with enough water to support
environmental standards from 82% to 90% for surface water bodies
and from 72% to 77% for groundwater bodies.

orwAT

 Water companies to reduce leakage by an average of 15% from 2017-18.
Water Industry National Environment Programme

« Protect and improve at least 6,000km of our waters.

« Protect and improve 24 Bathing Waters and 10 Shellish sites;

« Protect and improve 1,800 hectares of protected nature
consenvation sites.

« Enhance 900 km of river.
PRI9 targets
« Zero serious pollution incidents.

Twosthirds more catchment management schemes.

8,000k fiver improved.

98% of bathing waters meeting European standards by 2025.
National Framework for Water Resources (2020):
« Reduce water demand to an average of 110 litres per person per dzy.
« Halve leakage rates.

Table 4. Key water lagistation and policy targes.

2027





